[image: image3.png]The Resource &
Policy Exchange




[image: image1.png]The Resource &
Policy Exchange





Delivery and Distribution Summary

Food Assistance for Earthquake Victims in Kyrgyzstan
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Product name: 
Harvest Pro Vegetable Blend (dehydrated vegetable soup)

Donated by Breedlove Dehydrated Foods (Lubbock, TX, USA)

Arrival Date: 

April 27, 2008

Distribution Dates: 
April 27 - May 9, 2008 (12 days)

Volume/Portions: 
18.75 metric tons (41,336 pounds); 1 million servings

Recipients:  

7,564 Internally Displaced Persons/IDPs (1,513 families)

Osh Regional Children Hospital (30,000 portions) 

Target Location: 
Karasui Raion, Nookat Raion, Osh City

Osh Region (oblast), Southern Kyrgyzstan,

Intl Partners:

Government: Ministry of Emergency Situations

Non-Government Organizations: ‘Ergene’, ‘Nookat’, ‘Golden Goal’ 

Shipping Sponsor: 
US State Department (Small/Medium Transport Program)

Distr. Sponsor: 
Meehan Family Foundation (Milwaukee, WI, USA)

Situation Analysis - Earthquake Impact 
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Over 10,000 inhabitants of Kyrgyzstan’s Karasuu and Nookat Districts (Osh Region) were severely affected by earthquakes in December 2007 and January 2008.  Houses and schools were destroyed and families were relocated to tents. Freezing conditions with abnormally low temperatures exacerbated the situation during the winter.  High spring and summer temperatures brought new challenges to the affected population. Recovery and reconstruction work has been slow and arduous.  Families that saw their homes and property destroyed still rely on the community charity.  Local charity efforts are noble but modest, as the general population possesses very limited resources.  Food and other basic supplies are urgently needed to support displaced families.
Summary of Relief Efforts 

[image: image3.png]US nonprofit organization Resource & Policy Exchange (RPX) delivered 18.75 metric tons of dehydrated vegetable blend soup to families that were severely affected by the earthquakes in Kyrgyzstan southern region.  Kyrgyzstan’s Ministry of Emergency Situations developed a distribution plan to deliver food aid to the most affected families.  The households that met the following criteria were considered as the aid recipients: A) Remote mountain location, B) Total house destruction, C) 3 or more children under 15 years old. 

One million dry soup portions were distributed among 1,513 most needy households (7,564 people) and to young patients at the Osh Regional Children’s Hospital. Soup preparation instructions were provided in the local language.  Regional partnerships were leveraged to expedite the distribution.  As a result, widespread distribution to thousands of beneficiaries was completed in just 12 days by the local nongovernmental organization Ergene (RPX’s primary local partner), Nookat and Golden Goal.  
Project Outcome 

Food security has been improved among the most affected populations during the most critical period (May 2008 through September 2008).  Populations served include:

1. Displaced families located in remote and difficult to access rural mountainous areas (donated food will be used until 10/08 harvest)

2. Displaced and affected families with 3 or more children located in Osh City 

3. Young patients at the Osh Regional Children’s Hospital

Lessons Learned 
Breedlove’s dehydrated vegetable blend enriched with vitamins and minerals is very appropriate to both the emergency situation and the Central Asian region.  The dehydrated vegetable blend was renamed by recipients as “Kul Azyk” = “mountain soup of traveler” in the Kyrgyz language.  This name and instant acceptance of dehydrated food reflects the ancient nomadic history of the Kyrgyz people and their tradition to dry food that can be carried and consumed during long trips.  The sound logic of dehydrating food as a preparedness/emergency/coping measure was immediately noted by Kyrgyzstan governmental authorities and has generated interest in developing national capacity for manufacturing and packaging dehydrated food.  The lesson should be shared with other emergency response specialists in Central Asia and beyond. 
According to happy recipients: “Life seems to be brighter now”
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Appendix:  Distribution List (condensed version)

	
	Location
	Number of Households

	I
	Osh Region (Oblast), Karasuu District (Rayon)
	

	
	Local Authority 

(Aiyl Okmoty)
	Village
	

	1
	Kashkarkyshtak 
	Bekjar
	52

	
	
	Algabas
	41

	 
	 
	Jarooz
	6

	 
	 
	Kashkarkyshtak
	3

	2
	Kattataldyk
	Eshme
	42

	 
	 
	Sadirbai
	1

	 
	 
	Jany Turmush
	5

	 
	 
	Taldyk
	27

	 
	 
	Bashbulak
	42

	 
	 
	Achy
	1

	 
	 
	Kaasogot 
	162

	4
	Nariman
	Karatai
	11

	 
	 
	Beshmoinok 
	5

	 
	 
	Osmon
	1

	 
	 
	Lyangar
	87

	 
	 
	Kurankol
	4

	5
	Papan
	Toguzbulak
	45

	 
	 
	Chichkankol
	36

	 
	 
	Akterek
	24

	 
	 
	Jarbashi
	67

	 
	 
	Kyzyltuu
	17

	 
	 
	Alchaluu
	6

	 
	 
	Boru
	1

	 
	 
	Aral
	6

	 
	 
	Kamyrsuu
	25

	8
	Shark
	Topterek
	74

	 
	 
	Shark
	1

	 
	 
	Padavan
	1

	9
	Mady 
	Teeke
	25

	 
	 
	Laglan
	47

	 
	 
	Joosh
	1

	 
	 
	Chagyr
	5

	 
	 
	Oktyabr
	1

	 
	 
	Kaarman 
	1

	 
	 
	Socialism
	3

	 
	 
	Kyrgyzchek
	2

	 
	 
	Uchkun
	4

	 
	 
	Mady
	4

	Subtotal Karasuu rayon
	 
	886

	-continued-


	 II
	Nookat District (Rayon)
	Number of Households

	1
	Kokbel
	Kokbel 
	108

	2
	Isanova
	Kungoi Kojoke
	107

	
	 
	Janibazar
	17

	
	 
	Jarkorgon
	14

	
	 
	Teskei Kojoke
	29

	
	 
	Chech Dobo
	41

	3
	Karatash
	Karatash
	10

	4
	Belkayragach
	Borbash
	3

	5
	Kyrgyzata
	Akbulak 
	31

	6
	Mirmakhmudov
	Chachmasoy
	13

	7
	Guliston
	Guliston
	2

	8
	Zulpiev
	Kalday
	18

	9
	Nookat
	 
	14

	Subtotal Nookat rayon
	 
	407

	 III
	Osh city
	

	1
	Japalak District
	
	114

	2
	№1 Turan District
	
	26

	3
	№2 Dostuk District
	
	15

	4
	№7 Alymbek Datka District
	
	5

	5
	№8 Ak Buura District
	
	8

	6
	№9 Amir Temur District
	
	52

	Subtotal Osh city:          
	
	220

	HOUSEHOLDS SERVED
	
	1,513

	INDIVIDUALS SERVED (IDPs)
	
	7,564
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